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Annual celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.'s life and legacy
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Each year my daughter and I look forward to the
community’s celebration of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
life and legacy.

The Baptist minister and civil rights leader was assassinated at age
39 on April 4,1968 in Memphis, Tenn.

The annual program held Monday was sponsored by NAACP
Ansonia Branch #2000 and Macedonia Baptist Church.

We attended many MLK services over the years and we always
leave with a sense of peace and
inspiration.

A spirit of community resonated
Monday among all who sat in the
pews of the 128-year old church to
celebrate King.

More than 150 participants prayed, sang,
and held hands in a display of unity.

Mayor David S. Cassetti said local leaders
can exert a powerful influence. “It’s a
challenging world and today we struggle
with the same issues” as King did, he said.

“The power of persuasion carries enormous responsibility and it is
incumbent on us to use our power to do good.”

State Rep. Kara Rochelle, a lifelong Valley resident, said, “As a community
we embody what MLK was about.”

State Sen. George S. Logan said, “Dr. King strove to bring people together
and to put service above self. His dream will never die.”

Sense of community fills Macedonia Baptist Church in Ansonia

“I have a dream that
one day this nation will
rise up and live out the
true meaning of its
creed: "We hold these
truths to be self-
evident; that all men
are created equal.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Aug. 28, 1963



The ValleyVoice CT Newsletter and Valley-Voice CT Blog are published by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC, Derby, CT

©2019 by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC. All Rights reserved. No use without written consent.

The Valley-Voice January 23, 2020 Page 2

Continued from P.1

State House Republican Leader Themis Klarides said we need to
respect those with whom we disagree.

She shared a quote from King: “I have decided to stick with love.
Hate is too great a burden to bear."

Superintendent of Schools Joseph DiBacco announced to loud
applause that Ansonia High School students in the future will be
required to earn an MLK community service credit.

Three Ansonia Youth Council members took turns reciting King’s
“Free at Last” speech. Greg Johnson, President, Ansonia NAACP
Branch #2000, said he was thrilled the Ansonia Youth Council had
been re-established. He cited one of King’s famous quotations:
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

The Rev. Bruce Goldson served as master of ceremonies and the Rev.
Alfred L. Smith Jr., pastor, offered the invocation. As is tradition the
congregation joined together to belt out “Lift Every Voice and Sing,”
the Negro National Anthem.

Keynote speaker the Rev. Brian Martin, pastor, Greater Refuge
Church of Christ in Hartford, said times are still difficult for African-
Americans more than a half-century after King’s assassination. He
reminded the congregants that King urged people to “never lose
hope.”

The event concluded with a silent march from the church on
Pershing Drive across Bridge Street to City Hall on Main Street,
where a bust of King was installed and dedicated last May.

Sense of community fills Macedonia Baptist Church in Ansonia

Last May, a bronze bust of the
late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. was installed in front of
Ansonia City Hall.

Learn more more about this at
the Valley-Voice newsletter.
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CHOICES available to area Medicare recipients
Assistance offered at Center for Disability Rights, Agency on Aging

WEST HAVEN - The CHOICES program helps older adults and other people with Medicare coverage understand
their Medicare coverage and healthcare options.
CHOICES offers a number of free programs, as well as community outreach, and
information and referral services on a wide variety of topics.
Carmen Correa-Rios is a certified CHOICES counselor at the Center For
Disability Rights. She can be reached at (203)-934-7077 Ext. 14. Please
schedule an appointment with her if you need assistance.
You can also contact the Agency on Aging of South Central Connecticut which
administers the CHOICES program in the south central region of Connecticut.

Appointments are highly recommended so that dedicated time can be set aside
for you.

CHOICES program is available for the Valley towns of Ansonia, Derby, Oxford,
Seymour, Shelton and 15 other towns in southern CT.

https://cdr-ct.org/

https://cdr-ct.org/

https://www.aoascc.org/
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