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Valley United Way to honor Patricia Tarasovic with Flynn Award
By Ralph Villers
SHELTON - The Valley United Way recently announced that Patricia “Pat” Tarasovic
will be the next recipient of the Charles H. Flynn Humanitarian Award.

It will be presented at at its (virtual) Annual Community Meeting on May 5.

The board members chose Tarasovic as this year’s awardee due to her 25 years of
service working with the Valley United Way.

Working regularly with citizens in all five Valley towns, the board noted she was
integral to many initiatives that provided tremendous service to the non-profits in the
Valley.

David Kennedy, Interim President/COO, said he is happy to celebrate her
contributions to the community. “I have been fortunate enough to see the deep respect
and profound admiration so many have for Pat in the community,” Kennedy noted.

“It is clearly a respect and admiration that she earned through hard work and consistent care through the years.”

Tarasovic joined Valley United Way after volunteering in Oxford for many years. During her time at the Valley
United Way, she founded the Corporate and High School Volunteer Councils.

The councils which provided non-profits and individuals with hundreds of community projects, and thousands of
hours of service. Such initiatives helped tackle food insecurity in the Valley and assisted families in need through

programs like the Back to School Drive
and Holiday Giving.

One of the major projects Tarasovic and
the Corporate Volunteer Council initiated
was Harvest House: a community-wide
initiative to build a house of food that
provided hundreds of thousands of
pounds of nonperishables to local
pantries since 2005.

In her role in such projects, she has
received recognition over the years from:
• Griffin Hospital
• Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce
• Health and Human Services Council
• The Derby Shelton Rotary Club
• The Valley All-America City Team in
2000

When Tarasovic heard the news, she said,
“I am incredibly honored to have been
chosen to receive the 2021 award. Mr.
Flynn's lifelong dedicated service to the
entire Valley is legendary. I am humbled
to join past recipients I greatly admire. I
loved being able to connect volunteers
and agencies.

"Thank you for this honor!”

Event registration information can be
found HERE

About the award: It is named for the late Charles Flynn (1902-1969), editor of The
Evening Sentinel newspaper. Flynn was one of the founders of the Valley United
Fund. In 1968, the Ansonia Community Chest merged with the Derby-Shelton
Community Chest and the Seymour United Fund, which resulted in the formation of
the Valley United Way. The Humanitarian Award was established in 1970 (see article
from the Naugatuck Daily News, Left).

http://www.valleyunitedway.org/annualmeeting
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Baseball in the spring is always alluring - pandemic or not
By Robert C. Pollack

Crack!

The ball was a blur headed
toward the left-center field stands
in the old Shibe Park,
Philadelphia.

Dodger Center fielder Duke
Snider turned and raced back at
full speed, his graceful strides
never slowing as he neared the
the left center field stands.

The crowd gasped as Snider
refused to slow down. Still at top
speed, he reached the stands and
literally climbed the left field
wall, his spikes catching into the
then wooden surface.

Half way up, he turned, threw his
gloved hand high in the air...and
came down with the ball stuck in
the webbing.

The late sports writer Dick Young
called it one of the greatest
catches he ever saw. I go further.
It was the greatest play I ever saw
on a baseball field. It was the last
day of the 1951 baseball season
and without it, the Miracle of
Coogan's bluff never happens.

The Dodgers, who had blown a 13
1/2 game lead to the hated
Giants, had to win that gamed to
maintain a tie and force the three
game playoff that followed (with
its infamous Shot Heard ’Round
theWorld, crushing all the
Dodger fans in the Borough of
Kings)

And now...all these many years
later...I still vividly recall that
moment when, visiting friends in
Philadelphia, they invited me to
attend that tension filled game.

That catch still lives in memory.

And today...after a year of being
shut in due to the pandemic...that
crack of bat on ball, the delicious
build-up of tension in a close
game as the innings fly by, the
strategy and counter strategy, the
roar of even 20 percent crowds,
makes the heart pound with joy
too long denied.

May the Boys of Summer play
forever.

Robert C. Pollack was
Managing Editor of the

Evening Sentinel. He resides in
Ansonia.

1951 Brooklyn Dodgers season in print: Above, Opening Day; Below, last regular season
game with the great catch.

https://media.wix.com/ugd/329bf6_0f666a21cb7c4b089a47d355024f7187.pdf
https://media.wix.com/ugd/329bf6_0f666a21cb7c4b089a47d355024f7187.pdf

