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Griffin Health opens COVID-19 drive-up testing site in Derby

Griffin Hospital communications specialist Christian Meagher said Monday:
"As of Friday, March 20 we had collected more than 30 test samples at The Griffin Health COVID-19 Drive-Up
Test Collection Site."
it is located in the hospital’s upper parking lot near the Community Garden.
The collection site will operate seven days a week from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday, and from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday.



The ValleyVoice CT Newsletter is published by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC, Derby, CT ©2020 by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC. All Rights reserved.

The Valley-Voice March 23, 2020 Page 2

Ansonia schools recognize students, staff of the month

ANSONIA – Five students and one teacher were honored by Dr. Joseph DiBacco,
Superintendent and the Board of Education on March 11, the first honorees in a
new program established by DiBacco.
Selected as students of the month were kindergartneers Armando Coache of Mead
and Amaya Mahabir of Prendergast School; fifth graders Anika Zivojinovic of
Mead and Maritza Santos of Prendergast; and AHS freshman Jackie Brown.
Fourth grade teacher Meg Silva of Prendergast was selected as the staff member of
the month.
“We have wonderful students who comes from wonderful families,” DiBacco
announced at the start of the program. “If you are here, you did such a good job.
And I know this didn’t happen all by itself.”

DiBacco said he established the program in order to highlight the students and staff that exhibit Charger pride
every day.
Students are nominated by their teachers. They must show perseverance, pride, cooperation and courtesy.
Staff must show high quality of work, innovation and motivation and high personal expectations.
Each month, students and staff members will be selected from different grade levels and different schools.
Kindergarten teacher Lynn Frager nominated Armando Coache, writing, “Armando has made a tremendous
amount of progress as a student, as a friend to his classmates. What stands out the most is his self-confidence and
awesome communication skills.”
Prendergast kindergarten teacher Amanda Bartone wrote that her student Amaya Mahabir “has a smile that can
light up a room, She is hard working and inquisitive. She has a way of telling the best stories with her happy and
fun loving personality.””
Fifth grade teacher Kimberly Hokanson called Anika Zivojinovic “a role model to her peers and an inquisitive
scholar. She is extremely dedicated, hardworking and is courteous in her interactions with peers, teachers and
administration.
Maritza Santos was nominated by fifth grade teacher Chris Pytlak. She is “a model student who shows courtesy
and cooperation with every member of the class.”
Pytlak described the way Maritza welcomed a new student, whose first language is not English. “She stepped right
in and offered to help with the transition,” he said.
AHS Freshmen Team Leader Laura Coronis-Baker said of ninth grader Jackie Brown: “Jackie is a conscientious
student. When information is challenging, Jackie chooses to persevere rather than give up. [She] has a positive
presence in the classroom and brightens your day.”
Prendergast Principal Liz Nimons nominated Meg Silva as the Staff Member of the Month.
“She is an amazing mother, colleague and teacher,” Nimons said. “She is highly organized and a role model for
others.”
Nimons noted that Mrs. Silva is a grade level leader, a member of the staff being trained in the new social-
emotional program RULER, a curriculum writer, and a Charger Club program teacher.

This taken from a press release by Ansonia public schools

Dr. Joseph DiBacco,
Superintendent of Schools
(Center) stands with the first
group of honorees in the Student
of the Month and Staff of the
Month program. L-R: teacher
Meg Silva; Jackie Brown, AHS;
Amaya Mahabir, Prendergast;
Armando Coache, Mead; Anika
Zivojinovic, Mead; and Maritza
Santos, Prendergast.

Editor's note:
Last week Ansonia Public
Schools sent information about
a new student and staff of the
month initiative launched by
Superintendent of Schools
Joseph DiBacco.
We wanted to highlight the
positive program as we all
contend with the current
disruption in our daily lives.
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