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By Rich DiCarlo
President, Valley Arts Council

ANSONIA - It is a great relief that although we took a major blow to
our pocketbook because of the COVID-19 pandemic the Valley Arts
Council was able to avoid fiscal disaster.

Folks fail to realize that with funding from federal and state levels
practically non-existent, we are 80 percent self reliant in supporting
our revenue stream.

This allows us to do so much but at the
same time it smothers us, when that
stream is interrupted as was the case
with the pandemic situation.

The drastic loss of revenue was due to
unexpected closure of our Main Street
Gallery and artist studios, class
cancellations, and lost art sales.

Our saving grace was a couple of
Facebook birthday fundraiser events,

The Great Give, and the sale of donated artworks.

Another saving grace was our friends, Abdul and Mohammed of The
Safari Kaffeine Fixx on East Main Street.

They remained open to the public, hosting our Safari Café Art Wall
exhibit which was very active during the shutdown. Seven pieces of art were sold. We are grateful for their
friendship and we ask you to support their business.

We now have proper procedures in place to resolve our financial issues..

We’ve applied for the Valley Community Foundation for a COVID-19 pandemic relief grant, the Connecticut
Humanities, and the City of Ansonia graciously allowed us to reopen our artist studios. Other great news is we
have begun limited operation of our Main Street Gallery, 258 Main St.

All precautions have been taken to ensure the safety of our
volunteers and visitors to the gallery. We are asking that our anchor
artist volunteers return to man their gallery shifts during July so that
we can return to normal. Continued on P.2

All precautions
have been taken to
ensure the safety of
the volunteers and
our visitors to Main
Street Gallery so we
can return to
normal…

https://cthumanities.org/grants/quick-grants/
https://cthumanities.org/grants/quick-grants/
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As you may or may not know, The Arts Council was a very active organization over
social media during the shutdown. Several artists took the lead, posting online art
classes, demonstrations, cartoons, and poetry readings.

We introduced Edward Hopper, who alone received around 20,000 (and
counting) combined views with his two “Story Time” releases!

We have started the process of securing a grant for four half hour programs called
“Ed Hopper’s Wonders of the Art World.”

Edward hosts this entertaining journey. He will take us back in time to visit some
of the early creative stages of history’s most influential artistic periods.

And watch for more of Edward in the near future. He will be hosting “A Shoebox
Theater” as well as our much anticipated “Art-athon” which is a gallery-based

telethon meets QVC-like
offering.

We will be selling
members’ artwork and
visiting their studios and
showcase local
entertainers for an exciting
new online gallery sales
experience!

This program will coincide with the current gallery
participation and will serve as an extension of the gallery.
Viewers will be able to purchase art online
using Paypal and Venmo with “in person” pickup available
at the gallery.

We have great events and activities planned that you don’t
want to miss.

VAC Members
We are currently updating our

membership files and will resume
monitoring the rolls. Members will be
notified via e-mail as we iron things out.

We are asking everyone to check on their
membership status. If you can’t recall

when you last paid your annual
fee please renew!

Are you an artist or photographer? Be a part of the arts; join us and support the
arts in your community! Donations are greatly appreciated!
Visit us on Facebook or at www.valleyartscouncil.org.

http://www.valleyartscouncil.org/

