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Eagle Scout project enhances Humphreys House in Ansonia

By Ralph Villers
Photos by the Derby Historical Society and Patricia
Villers

ANSONIA - The Derby Historical Society has always been a
beneficiary of the service that the BSA Housatonic Council
Scouts continues to provide.

The Society’s 1698 David
Humphreys House at 37 Elm St. has
needed a new wheelchair ramp. The
existing ramp (see photo) was
constructed of wood and was in need
of constant repair.
When a modern aluminum ‘modular’
ramp became available at modest

cost, the Society took advantage of the opportunity.
The only issue was who would install the sturdy ramp
system. That would be the Boy Scouts of the Housatonic
Council, who happily obliged.
As a DHS board member who requires a ramp to gain
entrance into the house, I truly appreciate this Eagle Scout
project.
This Americans with Disabilities Act spec ramp (a 1:12 slope
with its 8-foot ramp length and a 39x36-inch return) will
make entry far easier after the next phase of COVID
reopening includes entry into the indoor museum.
DHS Executive Director Daniel L. Bosques said he pleased with
the results. “We want to take this moment to thank the young
men who accompanied John Wardzala, who under the
leadership of Scoutmaster Randy Ritter completed the most recent
Eagle Project at the DHS.”
The Eagle Project also included the repainting of a porch at the DHS
office, also located on the grounds of the David Humphreys House.

This story is based on a press release from the
Derby Historical Society.
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Above: The new ADA spec ramp at theDavid
Humphreys House was installedby by BSA

Housatonic Council members

Above: The previous ramp to the David Humphreys
House that was replaced/

Left: The porch repairs at the DHS office

https://www.facebook.com/davidhumphreyshouse/
https://www.facebook.com/HCBSA/
https://www.facebook.com/HCBSA/
https://www.ada.gov/
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Shelton High School welcomes new football coach

SHELTON - The Shelton High School Athletic
Department has appointed Michael DeFelice as
head coach of the football team.

He replaces Jeff Roy who recently retired after
16 years.

DeFelice is a social studies teacher at Shelton
High School and has been involved coaching
football for the past 22 years. He has worked as
offensive coordinator, defensive coordinator,
and head freshman coach.

He is a 1996 graduate of Shelton High School
and played football for four years for Coach Joe Benanto, including in the 1995
CIAC Class LL State championship team.

"I am very excited to be able to continue and add to the Shelton football tradition,” he said. “My staff and I are
ready to help make the student athletes we coach better players and people that will represent Shelton High and
the city in a positive manner.”

"We are confident that Coach DeFelice will bring the needed experience and
enthusiasm to continue the winning tradition and will provide a steady continuity for
our student athletes during these uncertain times,” said John Niski, Director of
Athletics.

Shelton Interim Superintendent Dr. Beth Smith said, "Mike understands the
expectations of the administration and knows how passionate the community is for
Gael football.”

SHS Interim Principal Kathy Riddle said, "Coach DeFelice knows Shelton football
well and also the expectations that come from our school and community. I'm
excited for him and the enthusiasm he brings to our program."

Jeff Roy said, “DeFelice was my right hand man and knows the program and system well. He is respected by the
players and their parents. I am excited for him."

The Gaels are currently preparing for the upcoming season through the summer conditioning program and are
looking forward to a great year.
For more information, contact John Niski, Director of Athletics, at jniski@sheltonpublicschools.org

This is taken from a press release from Shelton Public Schools.

Master’s Table to hold August meals at Assumption Church

ANSONIA - Master’s Table Community Meals announces
its August meal schedule:
Dates: Sunday August 9 and August 23
Time: 4-5:30 pm
Where: Assumption Church Hall
61 N. Cliff St, Ansonia, CT 06401
Cost: Free, open to the public, no RSVP; Donations
graciously accepted
Call 203-732-7792 for more information

Due to Covid restrictions, a sit down meal is not possible
so all meals will be made to go. Here is the protocol:
• Please enter parking lot between church and school.
• Do not exit vehicle.
• A volunteer will place meals for all people in your car
• All walkups must wear face mask and stay 6 feet apart

in line.

https://www.thevalley-voicect.net/newsletter
http://thevalley-voicect.blogspot.com/
mailto:jniski@sheltonpublicschools.org
https://3d62a228-eb5f-443c-a1ec-b9ff5c58ad34.filesusr.com/ugd/329bf6_af4b86bc355046da93de5731cd070c3a.pdf
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