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Valley Arts Council prez details painting demonstration
Helps celebrate reopening of Artfish 42 gallery in Milford

By Rich DiCarlo
Special to The Valley Voice
Photos by Patricia Villers, Gloriann Albini and Rich DiCarlo

I’ve always enjoyed painting in public.

As an artist I confidently take on any kind of situation that may arise.

To engage my audience I might do something out of the ordinary, such as
paint with both hands or without a sketch.

Last weekend at Artfish 42 in the Walnut Beach section of Milford, I was
basically performing for the crowd. Many things come into play - including

history of the location and
demographics of my audience - so
the subject must fit that criteria.

I belong to the artist cooperative
at Artfish 42, which is located in
an area famous for Charles Island
and the famed pirate Capt. Kidd.
But since I had painted him as a
demonstration in the past I had
to think outside the box.

I could have painted a mermaid,
but I had demonstrated that in
the past as well. The idea is to
keep it fresh and new and I still
favored the pirate theme.

I intended to do a pirate and I
wanted to please a very important
part of art: me . So I compensated
with a female pirate.

I figured there should have been
some local gal pirates around

here … research fell
short. There was
your Anne Bonny
and Mary Read, but
no one local.

We had Sadie the
Goat out of New
York. And though
she had quite a
story, she may have
been a thing of fiction herself.

I figured why paint someone else’s creation so I made up
my own: Lucinda ‘the Red’ Halpairn. This decision opened
up the creativity and dig deep into the visual process.

I’m a fan of personality and the subject must exude it. The
imagery begins with a sketch.

I wanted it to be playful yet believable. The rest is fulfilling
the visual, colors, texture, gesture - all part of the mix.
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Many folks have no clue as to how an artist creates.

We do not just sit and paint and we don't copy from
photos - at least I don't.

You get what’s in my head, my vision, my interpretation, my intent
on what I want the viewer to see, feel, and experience. It may
sound easy but there are a lot of things that go into the creative
process.

An artist has to know what they are painting to make it a successful
piece. It’s not unusual to spend a few hours reading and studying
the subject at hand.

This will be apparent in the end product. I paint what I feel and use
whatever I have at hand, brushes, fingers, paints , pencils, pastels,
anything goes in art.

"Lucinda" is painted on a
wood panel, I do not
gesso it ...I paint directly
on the wood surface
because it’s appealing to
me.

I select certain types of brushes to get the look and feel that I want as well.
There are little secrets that I apply to the surprise of my audience that
usually makes them wonder how and why I did it...every step has a
purpose.

As an artist and president of the Valley Arts Council, I want to create that
connection between those of us who are artists with those that are
interested in the arts. Art is for everyone.

For those who are interested in my work and the works of many talented
artists, I urge you to visit Artfish 42 at 44 Naugatuck Ave., Milford, and
The Valley Arts Council'sMain Street Gallery, 258 Main St., Ansonia.

I offer fun and affordable art experiences at my water color workshops
held monthly at the Ansonia location. Other sessions at Artfish 42 will be
announced soon.
DiCarlo, a Derby resident, is President of the Valley Arts Council.
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From Osbornedale
State Park in
Derby, the cloud
formation above
looks like steps
reaching upward
and onward.

Perhaps it may be a
Stairway to
Heaven?

- Photo by
Patricia Villers
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