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AHS school band receives new percussion instruments
ANSONIA – Play like champions.

That’s the sign that is hanging in the corner of the
instrumental music room in Ansonia High School, where
music teacher Maria Tangredi preps the band for home
football games and for the Winter and Spring Concerts in the
auditorium.

Last week, it was a room filled with many shiny new
percussion instruments from Gerry’s Music Shop in
Massachusetts, a regional distributor for Pearl Drums.

The $21,000 price tag on the new instruments was covered
by three sources. Money from nearly 80 donors in the May
2019 Great Give campaign; a grant of $10,000 from the
Katharine Matthies Foundation; and a portion of the annual
VFW endowment to the AHS Band. A total of 13 drums,
carriers and covers, and two concert instruments – a
marimba and vibraphone – were purchased.

Gerry’s delivered the new equipment to AHS on Oct. 18, with
a bit of fanfare from the senior percussion students and Band
President Idalisse Martinez.

Tangredi said Jim Provost of Gerry’s Music Shop said “he'd
never seen kids so excited about new
instruments, and that he could tell they are
good kids.”

“Everyone is really excited,” Martinez said
Friday afternoon, as the band held their
final rehearsal before the Ansonia-Derby
home football game at Nolan Field. “This
has changed everything for us.”

There are 38 members of the AHS band, a
slight increase from last year. Tangredi said
the level of commitment from the band
members has increased, due largely to the
leadership that the senior members exhibit
on a daily basis. “I can’t think of better role
models than this group.”

Continued on P. 2

Left: Senior Joe Cortez tests the new tenor drum set.

Snare drum players Senior Gabriel Magarin, sophomore Jayden
Esquilin and junior Alann Ferreira
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She added that several students play more than one instrument, and they can now show those talents because
there is enough percussion equipment.

Martinez said the new sound that comes out of the new drums is a “9 out of 10,” compared to what came out of
the old instruments, which she assigned a 4 out of 10. “It’s not that I was embarrassed of our performances in

the past. It’s that we weren’t able to show who we are,” she said.
“Now, it’s game on.”

As for Friday night’s home game, Martinez gave a clear
prediction: “They’re going to play those drums like never
before.” And when Thanksgiving rolls around and Ansonia plays
Naugatuck, Idalisse said they will be ready with their 38
members playing as loud as Naugatuck Band’s 98 members.

“We’re a family,” she said of the AHS band. “And now we’re
going to be heard.”

This is from a press release by Ansonia Public Schools

Left: Martinez on the trumpet with the percussionists in the background.
Below: A line up of the new drums,

The autumnal chill may be
upon us, but the colorful
seasonal hues above the
Ansonia Hilltop warm up
the sky

- Photo by
Allegra Villers
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CHOICES available to area Medicare recipients
Assistance offered at Center for Disability Rights, Agency on Aging

WEST HAVEN - The CHOICES program helps older adults and other people with Medicare coverage understand
their Medicare coverage and healthcare options.
CHOICES offers a number of free programs, as well as community outreach, and
information and referral services on a wide variety of topics.
Carmen Correa-Rios is a certified CHOICES counselor at the Center For
Disability Rights. She can be reached at (203)-934-7077 Ext. 14. Please
schedule an appointment with her if you need assistance.
You can also contact the Agency on Aging of South Central Connecticut which
administers the CHOICES program in the south central region of Connecticut.
Appointments are highly recommended so that dedicated time can be set aside for
you.

Derby Board of Education receives CABE Board Leadership Award
The Derby Board of Education and
Superintendent Dr. Matthew Conway have
been recognized by the Connecticut
Association of Boards of Education for
exhibiting the most effective leadership,
characterized by their ability to work together
as a “team.”

The CABE Board Recognition Awards are
designed to recognize boards which provide
effective leadership to their districts through
the use of good practices. This program which
acknowledges the importance of school board
members and superintendents working
together as effective teams continues an
important trend among school boards
associations across the country.

CABE Board Leadership Award - Level Two
includes 19 items and boards need to fulfill 12
of these with at least two completed in each of
the following areas: board leadership/student achievement, board member professional development, policy, community
relations, and related organizational leadership.

Board Chair, Jim Gildea stated “The Derby Board of Education was excited to learn that we are being honored by CABE as a
Board of Distinction. This Board of Education consistently puts student need above all else and all our efforts go into ensuring
our school system continues to move forward. We strive to work together and come together as one cohesive body on behalf of
our students. It is an honor serving with each and every member.”
The award will be presented to the Board and Superintendent Conway at the CABE/CAPSS Annual Convention on Nov. 15.

This is from a press release from Derby Public Schools
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Mead School will be collecting food
items through November 15!

Items that are needed:
• Instant Potatoes
• Packages of Gravy
• Stuffing Mix
• Cranberry Sauce

✴ For Example: corn, peas, asparagus, yams, carrots, beets
• Pie Crust Mix
• Pie Filling
• Evaporated / Powdered Milk
• Pickles
• Olives
• Canned Fruit

✴ For example: peaches, pineapple, mixed fruit, fruit cocktail
• Coffee /Tea
• Powdered Juice Mix
• Napkins
• Sugar
• Brownie Mix
• Corn Bread / Biscuit Mix

If we all contribute just one item, Mead will bring over 700 items to help
Spooner House feed these families!

THANK YOU!!!!

Thanksgiving Food Drive

Help Spooner House put together
700 baskets for Lower Naugatuck

Valley households in need!
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