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Ansonia City Hall ceremony honors late community activist
Bronze bust of John W. Gatison, Jr. unveiled
By Patricia Villers

ANSONIA - A trailblazer in the city’s African-American
community was recognized at a City Hall ceremony on the last
day of February, Black History Month.

The late John W. Gatison Jr., a longtime resident, was the first
African-American in the Valley to serve as an alderman. He was
elected in 1971 to the Ansonia board.

“My dad was a civic-minded person; he was about service,” said
a son, Deacon David Gatison. “He was always serving, helping
people.”

Gatison and his late wife, Elizabeth, raised five
children in the city.
At the dedication ceremony Mayor David S.
Cassetti unveiled a bronze bust of John Gatison
sculpted by Vasil Rakaj of Ansonia. The bust will
be installed in City Hall.

David Gatison said his father served for many
years as chairman of the Board of Trustees at
Macedonia Baptist Church and was a member of
the Griffin Hospital Board of Directors.

He also was president of the Valley branch of the
NAACP and the Ansonia Housing Authority.

David Gatison described his father as a family
man. He added, “The only thing that came above
family was God.”

Derby Board of Education recognized, appreciated
DERBY - The Derby Board of Education was
recognized at their March meeting for Board of
Education Appreciation month.
Senator Jorge Cabrera, Representatives Nicole
Klarides-Ditria, Mary Welander and Kara Rochelle
presented board members with individual citations to
honor their achievements and sacrifice for the
betterment of Derby students, families and residents.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Matthew J. Conway, Jr.
said, “Through their leadership, support and wisdom
of the members of the Board, everyone was given a
voice while keeping schools open during a pandemic.”
“They have spent every day ensuring the academic
and emotional well being of the district. We are so
fortunate to have a board who takes their
responsibility to serve so personally.”
Board Chairman Jim Gildea said “It is an honor and
privilege to be able to serve with such a group of dedicated public servants on the Board of Education. Their singular
focus is on the students and staff of the Derby public system.”

Taken from a press release from Derby Public Schools

Derby Board of Education
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St.Vincent de Paul in Derby seeks Easter baskets for children


