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MLK Brotherhood Awards Committee marks Black History Month
Ceremony held Saturday at Ansonia City Hall
By Patricia Villers

ANSONIA - A sense of community filled City Hall Saturday as
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Brotherhood Awards
Committee recognized individuals who have played major roles
in the city.

The committee marked its 35th year of honoring individuals
for their contributions to the community as part of its Black
History Month celebration.

Committee chairperson Ralphine Siggars said the late Dr. V.
Loma St. Clair, one of this year’s honorees, "had the idea to
create a program to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
those in our local area.” She added, “Today we are honoring
four pioneers in the struggle.”

WFSB Channel 3 Eyewitness News’ morning anchor Wendell
D. Edwards emceed the event in Aldermanic Chambers.

He discussed several
African-American
inventors who helped
shape black history in
the United States.
They ranged from Sarah Boone, who invented the ironing board in 1887, to
Garrett Morgan, who came up with the three-position traffic light in 1923.

Mayor David S. Cassetti said, “Black History Month arose from Black
History Week, which was a week in February that celebrated the birthdays
of the greatest abolitionists, Frederick Douglass and President Abraham
Lincoln.”

Shawn Venson gave a history of the Brotherhood Awards Committee and
read a long list of honorees since it was founded in 1986. “The committee
does not see race or color,” Venson said. “This award isn’t to be won, it’s to
be earned.”

This year’s honorees include the late Rev. V. Loma St. Clair, the late Rev. Julian Taylor, the late Rev. Eugene
A. Redd, and the late Bishop Cleveland Williams.

Their photos and bios are affixed to a poster that
Cassetti said will be on display in City Hall for a
month before being moved to the Ansonia
Library.

Elzena Stanley Anderson was presented with a
plaque to recognize her years of contributions to
the community, including being a founder of the
Rev. Julian A. Taylor Scholarship Committee.
Anderson wowed the audience by reciting a poem,
“Myself,” by Edgar Guest.

Siggars presented Cassetti with an Appreciation
Award for his contributions to "the visions and
goals of the Brotherhood Awards Committee."

Please take a lookHERE to see the Valley-Voice
newsletter article about the 2020 honorees.

http://Dr.%20Martin%20Luther%20King,%20Jr
http://www.apple.com
https://blackthen.com/today-in-1923-garrett-morgan-patented-the-traffic-signal-heres-how-much-he-sold-the-rights-to-ge-for/
https://www.nps.gov/frdo/learn/historyculture/frederickdouglass.htm
https://www.nhregister.com/connecticut/article/Early-1900s-minister-inspired-blacks-in-Ansonia-11386296.php
https://3d62a228-eb5f-443c-a1ec-b9ff5c58ad34.filesusr.com/ugd/329bf6_0adb19575ec4433abea700f3433433fc.pdf
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The poster below featuring the honorees will be on display at Ansonia City Hall for a month
before being moved to the Ansonia Library.


