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Shelton dentist marks 34th year collecting food, funds for holiday
By Patricia Villers

SHELTON - Thanksgiving is around the corner. But
somehow it doesn’t feel like it.

The COVID-19 pandemic across the country has set the
tone for a holiday season that is going to be like nothing
any of us has ever experienced.

But thankfulness is always in season. That is evident in
our Valley community with the amount of food drives
that have been held leading up to Thanksgiving, and
more food and clothing drives that are planned leading
up to Christmas and Hanukah.

One shining example of being grateful and giving to
others was a turkey drive held Wednesday outside
Smile Dental Center at 1000 Bridgeport Ave.

Dr. Bruce Sofferman, garbed as always in a Pilgrim
costume, marked his 34th year collecting turkeys and
non-perishable food items for Spooner House homeless
shelter.

He said despite the fact many events have been
cancelled because of COVID-19 there was “no way” he
would cancel.

But this year Sofferman was greeting donors without
his wife Deborah and their daughter, Sophia. COVID-19
had them quarantined in Florida. He kept in close
touch by face-timing with them via cell phone so they
could see the pile of turkeys and non-perishables grow.

It was strange not seeing Deborah, dressed as a Pilgrim,
and Sophia wearing Native American garb, as is their
tradition.

Sofferman did have a sidekick with him, Brendan
Carey, who wore an eye-catching turkey costume as he
waved to passing motorists.

“His dedication to his community is inspirational,”
Sophia said of her father.

Deborah added, “It’s a testimony to the community.
Even though budgets are tighter everyone has stepped
it up and there have been more donations this year.”
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Derby Neck Library to host virtual winter fishing tourney
DERBY – Tweens and
teens! Join us on your
Nintendo Switch for
the Winter Animal
Crossing: New
Horizons Fishing
Tourney!

Play along with
friends means no
entry fee AND you get
double the points per
participant!

Library’s Switch
Friend Code:

2215-9086-7325
Discord:

DBNeck #3627


