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Derby Historical Society highlights local Civil War hero
Tatten later served as Ansonia police officer
Charles S. Tatten (1845-1918) knew the importance of preserving
history, which is why he made it a point to save this very first
newspaper copy announcing President McKinley's assassination,
and suggested it be preserved as a historical souvenir.

Among the items in the Derby Historical Society's collection, this
small memento shows Tatten's attention to detail. Tatten often
tied history into his public lectures.
Born in Hartford County in 1845, Tatten enlisted in the 29th
Connecticut Infantry Regiment in 1863 as a Private where he
quickly rose to the rank of Corporal, then to First Sgt. and then in
1864 to one of 8 officers of the, Company A.

Memoirs of Tatten’s service during the Civil War show that among
18 other battles, Tatten was at the bloody engagement at Kell
House in Henrico, Virginia on October 27, 1864.
After losing 87 men and holding their position, Tatten states that
the next morning, “My Captain was wounded early in the day and
as he was the only commissioned officer of the company present,
the direction of the company devolved upon me.” Later in the day,
Colonel Wooster sent a Lieutenant from another company to take
command in what was “a day of many close calls.”
In a transcribed work, we learned about Tatten seeing his personal
hero Abraham Lincoln walking the green at Richmond
unaccompanied and unprotected just days after the rebels had retreated, and
days before Lincoln would be assassinated.
In this memoir, we also discover that Tatten was among the first Union soldiers

to reach the green at Richmond prior to
the surrender of the Confederate Army
on April 3, 1865.

His service in the Union Army ended
after Civil War when Tatten was with the
29th Regiment reporting for duty in
Texas. Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation had become official
January 1, 1863.
It was on June 19, 1865 (over two- years
later) that the Union soldiers, led by
Major General Gordon Granger, landed
at Galveston, Texas with news that the
war had ended and that the enslaved
were now free.

He resided in Ansonia tor nearly 30 years after the war as the first Black and
Native American police officer, serving a total of 19-years (see 1898 article from
New Haven Journal-Courier, above left). He was also a member of the Knights

of Pythias.

Tatten died on July 20, 1918
(see obit) is buried at Pine
Gr0ve Cemetery in Ansonia.

See a video of Dedication of
the Charles S. Tatten Exhibit
at the Derby Historical
Society

https://thevalley-voicect.blogspot.com/2019/06/exhibit-features-civil-war-soldier-1st.html
http://www.conn29th.org/history.htm
http://www.conn29th.org/history.htm
https://www.project29.org/kell-house
https://www.project29.org/kell-house
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/55410977/charles-s_-tatten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/55410977/charles-s_-tatten
https://youtu.be/E4kls47Q4nY
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Paczki eating contest sweetens Fat Tuesday at Ansonia Armory
Story and photos by Rich DiCarlo
Events Coordinator, City of Ansonia
ANSONIA -The stage was set for an epic display of well … an epicurean
contest.

The Great Pączki Eating Contest, a 20-year
old Fat Tuesday tradition, had disappeared
for a few years after the closing of Eddy’s
Bake Shop on Main Street.

The bakery had sponsored the popular
event each year.

Mayor Dave Cassetti brought the
competition back to life Feb. 16 - Fat
Tuesday - for the sake of returning some
normalcy in today’s crazy pandemic world.

The contestants were spaced out and
proper precautions were taken in
accordance with state health regulations.

This year’s contest was noticeably much
more festive than in prior years. It was
always lacking “pageantry.”

The addition of an over-the-top
championship crown, colorful
tablecloths, and confetti added so
much to what would have just
been just another doughnut eating
contest.

With TV and radio crews
broadcasting the event live and a
limited audience assembled in the spacious Armory, the frenzy began
with a countdown by Cassetti after the rules were read.

Each contestant got a dozen of the Polish doughnuts to attempt to
consume. This is quite a feat because pączkis are very dense and
surprisingly heavy, coming in at about 12 ounces each.

This year’s winners were:
• First Place: Manny Cambra, consuming 11-1/2 pączkis in 8
minutes

• Second Place: Aldermen Josh Shuart
• Third Place” Ellis Ings and Aldermen Joe Cassetti

The tradition goes back to the middle ages , when folks were
told to use up all their lard, sugar, and flour and get rid of the
baking evidence before fasting during Lent.

Take a look at pa ̨czki eating contests in 2017 and 2009 by
clicking links

https://www.nhregister.com/connecticut/article/Torrington-man-wins-paczki-eating-contest-in-11309990.php
https://www.nhregister.com/news/article/Paczki-champ-retains-his-title-11632591.php

