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AHS principal thanks community for support with graduation

By Paul Giansanti
Principal, Ansonia High School

The idea for a drive-up graduation was finalized
earlier this month by Ansonia Schools
Superintendent Dr. Joseph DiBacco and
Ansonia High School Principal Paul Giansanti.

Their goal was clear: they wanted it to be unique
and memorable.

They also realized it was going to take the entire
community to pull it off.

The first call they made was to St. Joseph's
Parish to request the use of Warsaw Park as a
staging area, where cars carrying the graduates would be lined up. Not only did the Rev. Mitchell Wanat offer use
of the park, he also offered to open up the building for students to help prepare for graduation.

Next, the Ansonia Police Department was contacted. It was needed for leading cars fromWarsaw Park on Pulaski
Highway a mile down to the high school at 20 Pulaski Highway and for managing traffic throughout the event.

Police Chief Andrew Cota and Lt. Patrick Lynch met with Central Office and AHS administration to review the
plan. Cota said the department would do whatever was necessary.

Ansonia Public Works employees were asked to
paint the lines and assigned numbers for parking
spaces at Warsaw Park to ensure students’ cars
were lined up alphabetically.

Parks and Streets Foreman Sean Rowley met with
Giansanti and agreed to help. He also offered to
paint the Charger logo on the hill near the high
school to give the feel of Nolan Field.

Finally, Ansonia Fire Chief Michael Eheman
agreed to have the department involved and he
and Giansanti met at AHS soon after.

Eheman offered to have fire trucks parked at AHS
and also have trucks in the motorcade from
Warsaw Park. The final touch, not planned by the

school district, was the community of Ansonia cheering on the students while they rode to the ceremony.

This made the seniors feel special and it is a shining example of Ansonia’s great community spirit.

All parties involved wanted to make a meaningful difference for
all the students due to unique year they had all been through.

Throughout the entire process, everyone involved continued to
reach out to see if anything needed to be done to ensure
graduation was perfect.

The graduation was phenomenal, and school district leaders
are aware that every city department, St. Joseph Parish, and
AHS teachers and staff played a vital part.

Ansonia Public Schools is extremely thankful to the City for
making this year’s graduation one for the history books.

We are grateful beyond measure.
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