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The Valley Voice wishes all the best to
members of the Class of 2020 who are
graduating during the COVID-19
pandemic.
They have become a part of history.
Stay tuned as we feature more local
high schools.

- Photos by Patricia Villers

Congratulations to members of the Class of 2020
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Derby Schools selects Amanda Troop as the Paraeducator of the Year

The Connecticut Department of Education and the School
Paraprofessional Advisory Council has named Amanda Troop as Anne
Marie Murphy Paraeducator of the Year.

The Anne Marie Murphy Paraeducator of the Year Program recognizes
the important role of the paraeducator in supporting student
achievement. The award is named in honor of Anne Marie Murphy, a
Paraeducator who was killed in the Sandy Hook shooting.

Ms. Troop is a one-to-one para educator for 7th grade at Derby Middle
School. She supports learning center students in their art, music, and
physical education classes.

Troop attended Irving Elementary School, Derby Middle School and
graduated from Derby High School in 2012. She lives in Derby.

Rachael Caggiano, Derby Middle School Principal stated, “Amanda is
well deserving of the honor. Her passion and dedication to serving
students and ensuring they are meeting success shines through in everything she does.

“She makes a difference in the lives of our students each and every day.”

Troop said, “I am so grateful to be honored as this year’s Paraeducator of the Year. Growing up attending Derby
schools, I love being able to give back what I learned to the district. Every day I would leave school with a smile on
my face simply because I love what I do.”

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Matthew Conway, said “We are so
fortunate to have Amanda working with our kids every day. She has
provided so much support in multiple ways and is always willing to
assist.’

More recently, Troop was running her
own Google classroom to support students

during the district’s distance learning program.

Jim Gildea, Board of Education Chair said, “The Derby School system is fortunate
to have such an enthusiastic, loyal and innovative paraprofessional in Amanda. She
can be counted on to offer creative ways to impact those students that she works
with.”

The district is also recognizing their Building Level Paraeducators of the Year: Rita
Mammano from Bradley School, Maria Ryan from Derby High School, Donna
Kalafut from Little Raiders University and Samantha Mahan from Irving School.

This is taken from a press release from Derby Public Schools

CHOICES available to area Medicare recipients
Assistance offered at Center for Disability Rights, Agency on Aging

WEST HAVEN - The CHOICES program helps older adults and other people with Medicare coverage understand
their Medicare coverage and healthcare options.
CHOICES offers a number of free programs, as well as community outreach, and
information and referral services on a wide variety of topics.
Carmen Correa-Rios is a certified CHOICES counselor at the Center For
Disability Rights. She can be reached at (203)-934-7077 Ext. 14. Please
schedule an appointment with her if you need assistance.
You can also contact the Agency on Aging of South Central Connecticut which
administers the CHOICES program in the south central region of Connecticut.

Appointments are highly recommended so that dedicated time can be set aside
for you.

CHOICES program is available for the Valley towns of Ansonia, Derby, Oxford,
Seymour, Shelton and 15 other towns in southern CT.

https://cdr-ct.org/https://www.aoascc.org/

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Paraeducator/Anne-Marie-Murphy-Paraeducator-of-the-Year-Award---Historical-Background

